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AMEMBASSY MADRID 
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CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 1708 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV ETRD EEWT CU SP 

SUBJ: CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ DEPARTING FOR SPAIN AND COMECON 
MEETING 

REF: A. HAVANA 1452; B. MADRID 6255 

1 . SPANISH EMBASSY, JUNE 21, INFORMS US THAT CUBAN VICE- 
PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN POLICY CZAR CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ WILL 
DEPART FOR MADRID THIS WEEKEND WHERE HE WILL CARRY ON TALKS ON 
SPANISH-CUBAN TRADE IN ANTICIPATION OF SUAREZ VISIT TO CUBA 
(REFTELS). RODRIGUEZ WILL THEN PROCEED TO BUCHAREST TO PARTICIPATE 
IN COMECON MEETING BEGINNING JUNE 27. 

2. COMMENT: BUCHAREST COMECON MEETING IS AT CHIEFS-OF-GOVERNMENT 
LEVEL. RODRIGUEZ' ATTENDANCE IN PLACE OF FIDEL CASTRO 

(WHO, INTER ALIA, IS PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS) INDICATES 
BOTH THAT RODIRIGUEZ MAINTAINS HIS ROLE AS CHIEF LIAISON CHANNEL 
WITH SOVIETS AND EAST EUROPEANS AND THAT CASTRO CONTINUES 
PREOCCUPIED WITH AFRICAN/US PROBLEMS. 

GLASSMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HAVANA 01708 221449Z 

NOTE BY OCT: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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